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Gentlemen: 


Boehringer Ingelheim Pharmaceuticals, Jnc 
( B I P I )  provides the following information and Ir,geiheim.com 

suggestions to the EPA regarding t h e  issues by SaRidgebury Rd1P.O. Box 368 

the June 3" Federal, Register Notice and raised Ridgefield, t?06677436B 

at the June 1 8 t h  public hearing on Hazardous Waste 
in Research Laboratories. BIPI -stronglybelieves 
that there are several inherent flaws in t h e  
agency's RCRA rules and the rules as crafted do 
recognize t h e  specific needs and i swes  raised in 
research laboratories. A few simple changes to 
t h e  rules would make management of the waste much 

. easier without in anyway compromising environmental 
protection. 


Laboratory waste is typically generated in very 
small quantities and becomes "discarded" at variable 
periods depending on many other events. Typical l l r  a 
material will be held until analytical results 
confirm or deny the research has yielded the desired 
end p roduc t .  Even after a disappointing result, t h a t  
is n o t  ta say t h e  material is ready t o  be discarded 
as f u r t h e r  purification or processing may produce the 
deaired result or a different b u t  useful  end point:. 
This leads to several opportunities; 

http://Ir,geiheim.com
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We would be pleased to dernanstrate our waste management 
practices a t  the Ridgefield, Connecticut s i t e  or more fully 
describe how the  RCRA regulation6 are really strained when they 
are applied to research laboratories. 
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